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Plan & Prep 

Start with a loose design plan for your garden space before shopping for 
plants. This plan should contain measurements of the planting area, 
maximum plant height needed for the space and notes on the amount of 
sunlight the planting location receives.  

Layout and color are the main planning concerns when it comes to an 
annual display. Measure your planting area to estimate the number of 
plants you need to fill the space. When picking out plants check tags for 
spacing and height information. Planting annuals too close together can 
lead to leggy growth and disease prone plants.  

Choose colors that complement the surrounding features, such as the 
house or any existing garden spaces. Contrasting colors will pop against a 
backdrop, or use a monochromatic pallet to create a lush, neutral 
environment. 

Central Indiana is known for its heavy clay soils, to build better soil for 
optimum plant health you will need to till and fill your beds before 
planting. In spring, till bed 6-12” deep and add a 2” layer of Greendell 
compost, 1 bag per 25 square feet. Till compost in and level out the soil. 
Spread a layer of 12-12-12 fertilizer at 1 cup/100 sq. ft. Before replanting 
for summer, till in another 1” layer of compost and 21-4-8 slow release 
granular fertilizer at 2 lbs (7 cups) per 100 sq. ft.  

The average final frost date for Indiana occurs in the last week of April, to 
be safe we suggest waiting to plant your annuals after May 1st. 

 

For a bold & creative 

display, mix… 

Flower color- monochromatic or 
multicolored pallet 

Flower size- fine textured, small,  

large & bold 

Foliage color- bright, dark, 

 glossy & matte 

Foliage texture- fine, broad,  

small & large 

Height- tall, medium & short 

Habit- upright, mounding & trailing 
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Planting  

& Maintenance  

Lay the annuals out in your planned design, making sure to leave enough 
space to allow the plants to grow.  

Dig a hole to the depth of the root ball. Remove plants by turning upside 
down and squeezing the sides of the container. If the roots are circling 
around the base of the root ball, gently loosen the roots before planting 
to promote healthy root growth. Place plant in the hole, back fill with 
soil and firmly pack down. To control soil moisture and keep down 
weeds, add the following amendments in the listed order. 

1. 1-2” layer of Forest Fines mulch. Level out for a finished look. 
2. Preemergent, such as Preen. Spread according to label instructions. 
3. Water generously. Remove fertilizer and preemergent from foliage.  

Continue to water if you notice leaves wilting and the top 2-3” of soil are 
dry. Supplement your granular fertilizer water soluble fertilizer 
according to directions through August 1st. Pull stray weeds before they 
flower to keep weeds limited.  

Pinching, pruning and deadheading are necessary to keep your annuals 
flowering all season long. Pinch leggy plants down two leaf axils to 
promote fuller branched growth. Prune overgrown annuals to create 
space for air flow. Cut dead flowers to encourage new buds to bloom.   

When temperatures start dropping and summer annuals begin to fade, 
pull the plants for compost, layout your fall annual design and plant in! 
Fall annuals will begin to fade in late November. Compost or till them 
into the bed to break down through late fall and winter. Level out the 
soil with a hard rake. Sit back, relax and plan next year’s annual design!  

Plan, prepare and plant for success 
with Perennials Plus.  


